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loan volume to create small business in
America. You’re going to have a lot of that.
There may not be any votes in it, but it’s
the right thing for America.

When I stuck up for the elemental prin-
ciple that we should reform affirmative ac-
tion because there were some problems with
it but that there was still discrimination in
this country, and we ought to reach out and
try to make sure everybody was considered
without regard to their gender or their racial
or ethnic background, not given quotas, not
given reverse discrimination, but at least
given consideration for equal opportunity, I
was told, ‘‘This is dumb politics. Look at the
polls. You’re crazy.’’ All I know is, look
around this room. We’re going up or down
together, folks. Our ethnic diversity is the
greatest resource we have if we use it in a
sensible way. So we should amend affirma-
tive action but not end it.

The Vice President said something I’m
really proud of. He will tell you, we were
told by expert after expert after expert about
politics that the First Lady should not go to
China. They said, ‘‘Oh, it’s a no-win deal. If
you go over there, people that are concerned
about human rights will attack her and attack
you. And whatever you say, if you say any-
thing strong, well, you’ll put our relationship
haywire. It’s a lose-lose deal.’’ But you know
what? Somebody needs to speak up on behalf
of the United States for the principles of
freedom and liberty and decent treatment for
women here at home and throughout the
world. What happens to women and little
girls throughout the world will have a great
deal to do with the world we live in. And
I’m proud of what she did, and we did the
right thing to send her there.

Well, you get the idea. So what I want you
to do is to go out of here and say, ‘‘Look,
you may not agree with everything Bill Clin-
ton and Al Gore do.’’ [Laughter] ‘‘I don’t
agree with everything Bill Clinton and Al
Gore do. They make mistakes. But you’ve
got to give them one thing: they’ve got a clear
vision of what they want America to look like;
they’ve got new ideas and old values; they
are committed to working with Democrats
and Republicans to find common ground
based on those values; and they’re doing
what’s right for the next generation, even if

it is politically unpopular, and in a time of
change, that’s what we’ve got to do.’’

I want you to take that out to every person
in Florida. We need to win Florida. But more
importantly, America needs to stay on the
right course: more jobs, higher incomes,
safer streets, a cleaner environment, an op-
portunity to lead in a world that is safer and
better, and to come together. If we do that,
the best is yet to be.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:35 p.m. in the
Sheraton Bal Harbour. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.

Statement on House Action To
Reauthorize the Ryan White CARE
Act
September 19, 1995

I congratulate the Members of the House
of Representatives on their overwhelming
vote to approve a 5-year reauthorization of
the Ryan White CARE Act. This legislation
will assure that Americans who are living
with HIV and AIDS will continue to receive
the life-sustaining services that they need.
The Ryan White CARE Act is a lifeline to
thousands of Americans who otherwise have
nowhere to turn. I hope the House and Sen-
ate can quickly work out their differences on
this legislation and send me a final bill as
soon as possible.

Remarks and a Question-and-Answer
Session at the Little Sisters of the
Poor Home for the Aged in Denver,
Colorado
September 20, 1995

The President. The reason I wanted to
come here today is because by coming I hope
to honor the work that this home has done
and also to point out how dramatically our
Nation has been able to improve care for el-
derly people in the last several years because
of the commitments we have made through
the Medicare and Medicaid program.

And as you know, there’s a big debate in
Washington going on now about balancing
the budget and what we have to do to balance
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